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vessels on purpose to be taken, does not appear. Perhaps
they thought that, in order to keep possession of his prizes,
he would divide his company, and by that division be more
easily destroyed.

In a few- hours afterwards they sent out two frigates well
manned, which Drake soon forced to retire, and, having
sunk one of his prizes, and burnt the other in their sight,
leaped afterwards ashore, single, in defiance of their troops,
which hovered at a distance in the woods and on the hills,
without ever venturing to approach within reach of the shot
from the pinnaces.

To leap upon an enemy's coast in sight of a superiour
force, only to show how little they were feared, was an act
that would, in these times, meet with little applause, nor
can the general be seriously commended, or rationally vin-
dicated, who exposes his person to destruction, and, by
consequence, his expedition to miscarriage, only for the
pleasure of an idle insult, an insignificant bravado. All
that can be urged in his defence is, that, perhaps, it might
contribute to heighten the esteem of his followers, as few
men, especially of that class, are philosophical enough to
state the exact limits of prudence and bravery, or .not to be
dazzled with an intrepidity, how improperly soever exerted.
It may be added, that, perhaps, the Spaniards, whose no-
tions of courage are sufficiently romantick, might look
upon him as a more formidable enemy, and yield more
easily to a hero, of whose fortitude they had so high an
idea.

However, finding the whole country advertised of his
attempts, and in arms to oppose him, he thought it not
proper to stay longer, where there was no probability of
success, and where he might, in time, be overpowered by
multitudes, and, therefore, determined to go forward to
Rio de Heha.

This resolution, when it was known by his followers,
threw them into astonishment; and the company of one of
his pinnaces remonstrated to him, that, though they placed
the highest confidence in his conduct, they could not think